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May 21,2022
Canadian organizations urge government response to 6.12 Humanitarian Relief Fund
arrests in Hong Kong

The undersigned Canadian organizations strongly condemn the Hong Kong National
Security Force’s arrest of the trustees of the now-defunct 6.12 Humanitarian Relief
Fund. Under provisions of the National Security Law, it is alleged that they colluded
with foreign forces. Among those arrested were 90-year old Catholic leader Cardinal
Joseph Zen, Canadian singer and freedom advocate Denise Ho Wan-sze, former
opposition lawmaker and barrister Margaret Ng Ngoi-yee, former Lingnan University
academic Hui Po-keung, and former opposition lawmaker Cyd Ho Sau-lan, who was
already behind bars for protest-related charges. Their passports have been
confiscated and they cannot leave Hong Kong.

It is alarming that Hong Kong's most respected community leaders have been
targeted merely for providing the fundamental right of legal defence to protestors of
the 2019 anti-extradition bill movement. This crackdown is a violation of international
law because it negates the autonomy of "one country two systems" promised to Hong
Kong under an international treaty, the Sino-British Joint Declaration.

Since the imposition of the National Security Law, the assault on civil liberties has
never stopped. Many lawmakers, journalists, and social activists have been charged
with sedition, subversion or collusion with foreign forces for merely exercising
freedom of expression. Penalties are as severe as life imprisonment. Major
independent media outlets have been forced to close. Hong Kong has plunged to
148th place in the world press freedom rankings.

A former police commissioner has been hand-picked by Beijing to be the Chief
Executive of Hong Kong. A new era of the iron fist has begun.

We call upon our Canadian government to respond as strongly as it has to the Russian
aggression, to strongly condemn these arrests and work with like-minded allies to
expand sanctions to all Chinese and Hong Kong officials responsible for the political
persecutions. Sanctions should be extended to those officials’ immediate family
members who hold their assets abroad. Mere words are no longer enough. Immediate
action is needed.

The re-established Special Committee on Canada-China Relations should conduct
hearings on the intensified crackdown in Hong Kong and implement



recommendations to address the deterioration of civil liberties in the city.

If Canada does not respond forcefully it will send a clear message that nobody is safe
from the reach of the oppressive National Security Law, not even Canadians.

Signatories:

Canada-Hong Kong Link

Saskatchewan Stands with Hong Kong

Vancouver Hong Kong Forum Society

Vancouver Society in Support of Democratic Movement
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